Gabriola

Ecuwmenical 2024 Annual General Meeting Minutes
Society DRAFT

Date: Tuesday September 24, 2024 7:00pm at The Commons Gabriola

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.

In attendance: Catherine Woodward, Chair  Lynette Jackson, Recorder
Deb Blake, Imelda Cuthbertson, Rainie Evans, Lorna Handley,

Jinny Hayes, Carol Heimrich, Jennifer Hewson, Kathleen Holder,

Shelagh Huston, Colleen McCarthy, Del McCarthy, Anne Sims, Deb Trca.

1. Approval of Agenda
Motion: to approve the Agenda as presented
Moved: Colleen McCarthy Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

2. Approval of Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting: Thursday
October 26, 2023

Motion: to approve the Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting
Moved: Colleen McCarthy Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

3. Board Reports
A. Treasurer: 2023/2024 Financial Statements
Lynette presented the Financial Report and Balance Sheet for the
year ending August 31, 2024, as prepared by Treasurer Lisa Millard.
There were no questions from the floor.

Motion: to approve the financial reports as presented
Moved: Lynette Jackson Seconded: Jinny Hayes CARRIED

B. SpiritQuest Events
Lynette reported on the 2023-24 events, including:
Sponsored events: Forgiveness, An Exploration of Different



Religious Traditions (Christ Church Gabriola); Kirtan with Ode
Howard (Net Loft); Healing Power of Ritual (Petersen Theatre
Centre); Richard Wagamese’s “Embers” Sharing Circle (Gabriola
Public Library); Peace in Turbulent Times, The Quaker Path (Christ
Church Gabriola; Sacred Pathways to Earth Healing, The “Great
Work” of Thomas Berry (Gabriola Arts and Heritage Hall); GES 20th
Anniversary Gala Concert (Phoenix Auditorium).

Co-sponsored event together with Rainie and Dennis Evans:
Tibetan Buddhism Weekend Retreat with Lama Losang Samten,
featuring the traditions of White Tara (longevity, mercy and
compassion) and Palden Llamo (dynamic fierce protector, guardian

of truth) (Net Loft).
Pop-up event. Community Tea honouring Eric and Sue Boulton

(Christ Church Gabriola)

Motion: to approve the SpiritQuest Events Report as presented
Moved: Lynette Jackson Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

. Communications

Colleen reported on the overall outreach on social media, the GES
website, and newsletter content and distribution. The GES website,
which was becoming clunky and non-functioning, has undergone a
total rebuild of the site. Website fees were lower than anticipated as
we have switched our website hosting to Colleen’s company, resulting
in an improvement over paying a large amount each three years, thus
making it easier to budget and anticipate expenses year over year.
Colleen noted that our monthly GES newsletter has an unusually high
level of being opened and read by participants (around 70%), in
comparison to most newsletters (around 40%), and that volunteer
Jennie Shillingford continues to assist with GES social media outreach.

Motion: to approve the Communications Report as presented
Moved: Colleen McCarthy Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

Motion: Move to purchase and change the website url to
spiritquestgabriola.com; to secure additional website url
spiritquestgabriola.ca; and to change the website logo and
reword some of the Gabriola Ecumenical references on our



http://spiritquestgabriola.ca/

website as deemed appropriate by the GES Board while retaining
the Gabriola Ecumenical Society organizational name, board, and
membership in accordance with the Societies Act requirements.

Moved: Colleen McCarthy Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

D. Social Activities

Catherine read excerpts of descriptions of three traditional annual
social events — Giving Thanks Dinner, Christmas Carolling, and
Summer Picnic — plus the pop-up event of the Community Appreciation
Tea for Eric and Sue Boulton, from articles written by Lynette and
previously published on the GES website.

Motion: to approve the Social Activities Report as presented
Moved: Colleen McCarthy Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

E. Membership

Deb Trca estimated that at year end there were approximately 75 paid
members; Colleen noted that approximately 250 people are receiving
the newsletter.

Motion: to approve the Membership Report as presented
Moved: Deb Trca Seconded: Shelagh Huston CARRIED

4. Approval of the 2024-25 Annual Budget: September 1, 2024 -
August 31, 2025

Lynette reviewed the proposed budget as prepared by Lisa.
There were no questions from the floor.

Motion: to approve the Budget as presented
Moved: Lynette Jackson Seconded: Del McCarthy CARRIED

The meeting paused for an informal round of introductions of all present,
followed by a thank you to volunteers by Del McCarthy.

5. Nominations for Board of Directors



GES Bylaws: Five to nine directors, term is one or two years, no limit on
number of consecutive terms, nominations are accepted from the floor (with

agreement from nominee).

i. Directors
Continuing to 2025 AGM: Lynette Jackson, Del McCarthy, Lisa

Millard,
Catherine Woodward

ii. Nominations
Nominations from the Board: Maggie Mooney, Deb Trca
Nominations from the floor

The chair called for nominations from the floor three times. No
nomination was put forth.

6. Election of Directors
By general consent, the slate of directors, including Lynette Jackson,
Del McCarthy, Lisa Millard, Maggie Mooney, Deb Trca, and Catherine
Woodward were elected.

7. Adjournment
4, the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm.



