
GABRIOLA ECUMENICAL SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING – MARCH 13, 2018 
  
 

Members present:   
Mary Aitken, Imelda Cuthbertson, Anne Sims, Jan Moore, Maureen Wild, Phyllis Nygaard, Carolyn Mandrusiak, 
Jinny Hayes, Colleen McCarthy, Del McCarthy, Nancy Hetherington Peirce 
 
Chair:  Nancy Hetherington Peirce  Minutes:  Nancy Hetherington Peirce 
 
 
1. Call to order, quorum, confirmation of meeting notice, agenda 

 
a. The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.  A quorum (ten members) was present. 

 
b. Nancy confirmed that the formal Notice of Meeting for this Special General Meeting, including the 

agenda, was sent to the GES members on February 22 2018, to meet the GES Bylaw requirement of 
two weeks’ advance notice. 

 
c.  Explanation of the agenda – Nancy  

1. A Special General Meeting only considers the business stated in the published Notice of 
Meeting.  Thus at the meeting there is no motion to approve an agenda.   

2. The one agenda item for this meeting is changes to the GES Constitution and Bylaws by 
Special Resolution (a motion that needs 66% of votes cast to pass).  A proposed Special 
Resolution must be communicated to members two weeks in advance of the meeting where 
it will be discussed.  The proposed Special Resolution for this meeting was included in the 
Notice of Meeting sent on Feb. 22, 2018. 

 
 
2. Choice of rules of order for this meeting 

 
a. MOTION:  M/S Phyllis Nygaard / Del McCarthy  That the rules of order for this meeting will be Robert’s 

Rules of Order Newly Revised, 11th Edition.    CARRIED 
 
 
3. Changes to the GES Constitution & Bylaws 
 

a. Nancy explained that to change the Constitution or Bylaws of a non-profit society, the Societies Act of 
BC requires Special Resolutions at a General (members) Meeting. 
 

b. Changes to the purposes in the GES Constitution 
1. Nancy explained the changes proposed by the Board to the members, based on decisions 

made at the 2013 AGM. 
  

2. MOTION:  M/S Anne Sims / Maureen Wild  That Section 2. of the Gabriola Ecumenical Society 
Constitution dated 2006 is replaced by the Section 2. wording as distributed on February 22, 
2018, as follows:  “The purpose of the Gabriola Ecumenical Society is to encourage and 
nurture spiritual questing.  Our programs invite exploration of traditional and contemporary 
ideas found in the wisdom of religious traditions, spiritual paths and the sciences.  The 



Gabriola Ecumenical Society fosters inclusive community where all people explore challenges 
of our times with imagination, creativity, and with respect and compassion for all creation.”  

CARRIED 
    

c. Changes to the GES Bylaws 
1. Nancy explained the proposed new Bylaws to replace the current Bylaws.  Discussion 

followed. 
  

2. MOTION:  M/S Carolyn Mandrusiak / Anne Sims  That in the proposed new Bylaws, the 
wording in Section 3.14 is replaced by the wording in Section 10.4 of the current Bylaws (June 
2006) with the following change:  in 10.4.(b), the word “five” is replaced by the word “two”. 
       CARRIED  

 
3. MOTION:  M/S Maureen Wild / Phyllis Nygaard That the Gabriola Ecumenical Society Bylaws 

dated June 2006 are replaced by the Bylaws as distributed on February 22, 2018 and as 
amended on March 13, 2018.    CARRIED 

 
 
4. Adjournment 

s 
a. MOTION:  M/S Nancy Hetherington Peirce / Mary Aitken That the meeting is adjourned. 

CARRIED 
b. The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

   
 

 
 
 
Date Approved: _____________________________  
 
 
___________________________________________   _____________________________  
Name          Office 
 


