Gabriola Ecumenical Society
Annual General Meeting Thursday April 27, 2017 7pm upstairs at the Commons
Present: Rose Jones, Jill Marsh, Alex & Eileen McConnell, Owen McCooey, Anne Sims, Rainie Evans, Erica
Jackson, Carolyn Mandrusiak, Imelda Cuthbertson, Mary Aitken, Maureen Wild, Jan Moore, Anniken De Lissa,
Del McCarthy, Carol Hemrich, Nancy Hetherington-Pearce, Dharlyn Gomez, Mary Aitken

Meeting was called to order at 7:02pm with Imelda Cuthbertson in the chair. Alex McConnell led us in Opening

Prayer.

Agenda approved M/S: Anniken/Alex Carried
Minutes 2016 AGM approved M/S: Alex/Anne Carried
Treasurer’s Report: Attached. M/S: Alex/Del Carried

Old Business: None

Committee Reports:

a. Membership: Jacquie reported that our membership stood at 75 and with the website subscribers we had
145 ‘members’.

b. Website: Report given by Del
A website newsletter comes out once a month. She has been delighted with the reports sent in for past
and upcoming events. There are lots of contributors and the site is being well used. Del would appreciate
help on the website as it is a large job. Carolyn Mandrusiak volunteered to help out.

c. Planning Committee: Report given by Maureen Wild Typed Report was handed out and is attached.
If members wish more information on the programmes they should look at the website where there are
numerous reports. Maureen briefly discussed each programme. Some points to note — the money
collected from the Peace Dove project/Taize chant which honoured Lynn Holden was sent to the Mental
Health Association approximately $500. She stressed that the inclusiveness of so many traditions spanning
so many different spiritual paths attracted many people who had all commented very favourably on the
experiences. The theme, “Fires of Transformation ... and the greatest of these is Love” was well received.
Of particular note was the programme “Loving presence in Tough Times” with many being deeply touched
and asking that it be an annual event. The two programmes by Allannah and Leah continue to amaze and
fulfil everyone. The Forum had been well received as had the joint sponsoring with the Gabriola Arts
Council and Pax Gaia on the “All Beings Confluence” with Martha Cole. The two events for June were
mentioned and people were encouraged to attend. Maureen introduced the new theme for 2017/2018 -
“Lifting our Spirits — Living in Ceremony” and we were all invited to submit ideas to Maureen which would
be included in the discussions of the Planning Committee. (Maureen —e-mail — mawild@telus.net.)

d. Social Committee: Report given by Anne Sims.
Summer picnic has been ongoing for some 15 years. Attendance averages 60 people and the expenses are
covered by donations. This year there was a small surplus. The event was a good opportunity for
fellowship and coupled with the music and singing was enjoyed by all.
Thanksgiving Dinner & Auction was also a success with some $777 taken in of which $500 was distributed
to charities: Food Bank & School Lunch Program. Eric and Sue Bolton donated two turkeys & the Auction of
Services was well received.
Anne said she would like to continue hosting the picnic, but would like to help this year. The date would be
the 20" or 21°t July. Dharlyn to help with the setup, Carol H to shop, Anniken to do the onions still to
organize is the cleanup.

Big Vote of Thanks given to all who worked on the committees — applause

Motion: to accept the Committee Reports. M/S: Jill/Owen

New Business

Owen introduced the new theme and talked about everyone’s involvement and how following the spirit
produced amazing results. He mentioned “Embers” and commented on the meditations and how ‘lifting the
spirit’ is really achieved in architecture. The theme ‘living in ceremony’ has so many rich possibilities as it lend
itself to topics such as “family traditions” where certain ceremonies repeated from year to year form a rich and
fulfilling role.

The topic has so many paths that it could easily be one which could expand to go over two years


mailto:mawild@telus.net

Election of Board Members

The proposed slate was put up a brief summary of the work of the Board was outlined by Imelda. The three
new prospective members introduced themselves — Carol Hemrich, Carolyn Mandrusiak, and Nancy
Hetherington Peirce (Treasurer). Further nominations were called for. None were forthcoming.

Members elected to the GES Board for 2017/18 are: - Mary Aitken, Imelda Cuthbertson, Carol Hemrich, Nancy
Hetherington-Peirce (Treas), Jacquie Jessup (Secr), Carolyn Mandrusiak, Alex McConnell, Del McCarthy.
Motion: that the slate be accepted as presented. M/S Del/ Maureen Carried

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm M/S Anne/Maureen



