GABRIOLA ECUMENICAL SOCIETY
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
Sunday April 27th,2008

9 ( nine) members present

1. Opening Imelda Cuthbertson in Chair called meeting to order at 2.20p.m. and it
was opened with the singing of the Ecumenical Hymn.

2. Agenda M/S Sandra Brydges; Jacquie Jessup
That the agenda be adopted as circulated Carried

3. Minutes M/S Alex McConnell; Jacquie Jessup
That the minutes of the A.G.M of April 22,2007 be adopted as
circulated
Carried

4. Treasurer's
Report In the absence on vacation of the Treasurer his written report was
circulated and discussed. ( report attached)
M/S Alex McConnell; Anne Sims
That the Financial Report. be accepted Carried

5. Committee Reports

Membership Jacquie Jessup reported only 30 paid up members to date - the lowest
number since the formation of the Society fourteen years ago. The diminishing
number of members and the possible reasons for this was discussed. Randy
McCarthy, Jill Marsh and Jacquie Jessup agreed to follow up with members from last
year who had not renewed membership for this year. Del McCarthy presented
some observations on the topic which she had written ( attached).

Social Anne Sims reported Sue Lissack had co-ordinated the Thanksgiving dinner
which was attended by 53 people. The July picnic at Anne’s place had an attendance of
some 60
The Christmas Caroling had a very good turn out.

No Mardi Gras gathering had taken place this year
2008 picnic was planned for Annes place. Sue Lissack would be asked to co- ordinate
the Thanksgiving Dinner again and Jacquie Jessup volunteered to assist her. Insurance
coverage for these events was queried and would be checked out..

Food Safe regulation requirements were covered - both Sue and Jacquie have
the appropriate certificates
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Educational.

Imelda Cuthbertson presented a report ( attached).This had been a good year Because
of the snow and power problems, Roger Kimmersley had offered to
Come again and conduct a make up one for those participants who had been
prevented by the snow from getting to the Saturday session. It was decided to canvass
to seewhat attendance could be expected for the 9t and 10%, May. Alex would
check the availability of the United Church premises for those dates.

Prayer Circle.
Anne Sims commented that attendance was averaging about 5 or 6 the last
few meetings- people seemed to be praying more in their own church community.
Perhaps we need to consider other approaches e.g. have prayers to open and end
the other programmes.

Other suggestions - have a Hymn Sing

Have topics Eg. What is Prayer?
The Ecumenical Adventure

The Board to consider all this at their next meeting and set out a

suitable programme and process.

Newsletter/Publicity.

Del McCarthy reported for Lynn Holden A number of very good articles and
reports had been published in The Sounder during the year and we should
continue doing this. Also we should continue producing The Vine though
there were definite problems in co-ordinating that activity . Jacquie
Jessup suggested publishing it in the form of a e-letter which would
reduce mailing costs though it would be necessary to use a more common
format other than Word,Doc. which so many seem to be unable to open.
This is another matter for the Board to resolve.

6. Old Business

Review of the survey and questionnaire conducted by Del McCarthy had
actually taken place at the 2007 A.G.M.
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7. New Business
Suggestions for the 2008-2009 programmes were solicited.

Rev Linda St Clair had a DVD program on the history and background of
the Church ..

Ask other Churches to inform us about educational programmes they
were having so we can publicize them with our members

Del felt we should have a theme for 2008-2009

Spirituality for 215t century; look at another faith; World problems; Food
Crisis.

Ideas were put on a chart. It was suggested the G.E.S. was moving into
an emerging paradigm.

8. Election of Officers
The following volunteered to serve on the Board
Del McCarthy
Anne Sims
Alex McConnell - Secretary
Lynn Holden
Treasurer - to check Vic Wiebe's willingness to continue
(if not Del would ask Kathy Freitheim)
Sandra & Ted Brydges.
Only 4 Board meeting were required during the year.
M/S. Eileen McConnell; Randy McCarthy
That the above be elected to serve on the Board and that the Board

decide on the Officers at the next Board meeting Carried
10 Adjournment

M/S Ted Brydges; Eileen McConnell

That the meeting be adjourned Carried

Meeting adjourned at 3.40p.m.

Alex McConnell
Secretary

Minutes adopted this Day of

Chair






