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GABRIOLA ECUMENICAL SOCIETY
Minutes of/Annusal General Meeting
Sunday, April 23, 2006

Present. Anne Sims ( Chair) , John Bryson, Sandra & Ted Bri ges, Imelda Cuthbertson
Corinne Carlson, Shelagh Huston, Barbara Huston, Lynn Holden, Rose James, Senes,
Jacquie Jessup, Jill Marsh, Del McCarthy,Angela Nutter, Phyllis & Herman

Nygaard, David Soy, Karnet & Vic Wiebe, Alex McConnell ( Secretary)

1. Opening. Anne Sims ( in Chair) welcomed everyone and called meeting to order at
12.40 p.m. Opening prayer was given by Jacquie Jessup.

2. Agenda
M/S Anne Sims; Del McCarthy,

That the agenda, as circulated, be adopted
Carried

3.. Minutes: M/S Alex McConnell; Vic Wiebe
That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of April, 10, 2005 be

adopted as circulated.
Carried.
4.. Financial:
M/S That the Financial Report for 2005 be accepted as circulated.
( Attach 1.) Carried

5. Committee Reports

a Membership; (Jacquie Jessup)
As of today's date there were 59 members. Memberships were now due for

renewal. She would be following up on any non-renewers from 2005 and
later for this current year.

b. Educational evenings ( Del McCarthy)
See report ( Attach 2)

¢, Prayer Circle ( Anne Sims)
These had gone very well. Many different formats had been used and people

had indicated they enjoyed the variety. All had been presented by lay
people. Three leaders had been set for this year already but more volunteers

were required.
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Committee reports ( Ctd)
d. Newsletter - The Vine ( Lynn Holden) ;
Has been ongoing during the year. She co-ordinates the input which is then
formatted by Diane Parks and produced by Jacquie Jessup. Suitable pieces
for input would be welcomed as would ideas to extend our publicity on the

island .

e. Social ( David Soy)
See report ( Attach 3.)

6. President’s Report.
Anne Sims . At her request Vic Wiebe gave an update on our application for

registration as a Charitable Society.

We had a full , active and good year. We were now more or less settled here
in Gabriola Commons which was ideal for us both as to meeting and

kitchen facilities. Our initial objectives had been to pray together and learn
together but perhaps we needed to take a look at our stated objectives and see
what new approaches might improve the programme. To that end she
proposed we break up into small groups , each led by people on the Council
to take about 20 minutes or so to consider what changes might improve our
approach to a couple of our objectives . After that group leaders would report
back to the meeting any suggestions to be considered by the Council during
the coming year.

Most people in attendance had played an active role during the year and
thanks were due to the following

Marilyn Smith, John Bryson & Herman Nygaard for providing music for the

Prayer circles,
Lynn Holden for faithfully looking after coffee, tea ,cookies etc and supplies

and equipment.
Diane Parks for the formatting and production of the newsletter
Lynda St Clair, Heather Gray, Del McCarthy , Anne Sims for organizing the
topics and speakers for the Educational meetings
Alex McConnell for the minutes of the meetings and Vic Wiebe for looking
after the finances and patiently dealing with Ottawa on the subject of

registration,
Sandra Brydges and Jill Marsh for phoning those members who are not on e-

mail.
AND Jacquie Jessup who does just about everything.

All the foregoing thanks were greeted by a round of applause.
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David Soy reported re publicity, that as a result of meeting some people at
another venue who expressed great interest in what we are doing, he and
Shelagh Huston would be going to meet the group in the Victoria area and

talk about our experience.

7. Election of officers.
President reported all current members of Council were willing to continue

for their terms but David Soy was not. An approach had been made to
Imelda Cuthbertson who had agreed to let her name be put forward.
Nominations from the floor were invited but none were made.

M/S Sandra Brydges; Phyllis Nygaard

That Imelda Cuthbertson be elected to Council
Carried by acclamation

The meeting then broke into 4 groups to discuss at least two of our stated
objectives each and to recommend any changes in approach for

consideration the Council.

A far-reaching series of ideas were presented by the groups:-
-focus on retreats of some kind
- minimal involvement from Catholics - ask Victoria Dioscese to supply a

speaker to talk on their view of ecumenism .
- book discussions - set specific questions to consider in advance. Canvas

opinions of attenders

Del McCarthy needed a couple of volunteers to work with her -
Karnet Wiebe and Imelda Cuthbertson volunteered.

Everyone who has ideas -pass them on to Del

- Place copies of “The Vine” in the other churches.

- Do interviews with different members regarding how they view

“ecumenism”
- Social activities not to be seen as a means of raising money but are for

socialising , cating together etc.
- repeat the Mardi Gras again. Also the Thanksgiving Dinner:- food ,

auction and also entertainment

- focus on reaching out and inviting others who are not members

- Articles in the Sounder & the Shingle reporting on details of programmes
which have taken place

- Managing our current resources has been O.K. so far but we should be
looking farther ahead. We have to increase membership or membership

Results,

fees.
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- General area of Social Justice & Outreach should be explored.
- Might get involved with “Group of Grandmothers™ programme
- Have a pot-luck lunch and invite all who use or support the local Food
Bank or do the reverse and attend one of their lunches.
~Also other groups we have supported e.g School Lunches, The Gathering
Place etc
-Seniors Peer Counsellors are needed on the Island.
-Identify ourselves as members of the Ecumenical Society when becoming
involved as a support group.
- Prayer Circle gathering suggest setting a theme for each then 20 - 25
minutes then a coffee break and then meet for discussion of theme.
- Have questions for discussion beforehand to stimulate peoples thinking
- Present system of lay people doing it appears to be quite popular.
- Reach out to others as well and contact members who have “dropped out.
- Should we consider going beyond a Christian ecumenical group and
indicating our interest in learning about other peoples ideas and
traditions?
- Need more publicity - perhaps speak in other churches to let them know
about our objectives and activities

New Next Prayer Circle meeting - May 11" at 7 p.m.

Adjournment. There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2.40p.m, and
closed with the singing of the Ecumenical Hymn,

Aﬁex ﬂ;Cou nell

Secretary.

Minutes adopted this day of , .

Chair



